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CHILDREN, SENIORS AND FAMILIES
NEED A STRONG SAFETY NET

t’s clear in 2009 that our community is struggling to stay strong

in the wake of the economic crash and subsequent delay of the

state budget. Even though the budget passed, the region’s ability
to serve families in need is still severely handicapped as agencies
that depended on funds from Harrisburg will begin to receive U nem ploym e nt
support, at a minimum, four months late.

Food Pantry Requests
Shelter Waiting List

State Budget

We are all part of a large network of services that ensure families,
seniors and children are covered. United Way’s 59 funded programs
are often supported by matching grants and other resources. To help
ensure continuity of service, we are helping our partners consolidate
resources, find bridge funds and merge operations. Your support
helps us keep our community strong through this recession.

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS,
WE LIVE UNITED!

The face of United Way of Westmoreland County depends on
the great work done by volunteers who serve on committees,
establish grants for programs and connect with our
companies. This year’s team of Loaned Executives are out to
build a strong campaign for the community. We want to thank
the companies and these individuals for committing the time
and talent to this year’s campaign effort:

Pictured from left to right: Kathy Appleby (First Commonwealth Bank),
Alex McKim (Allegheny Energy), Ed Graham (UPS), Brian Fritz (Excela

Health), Dan Hallo (Elliott Company), Karen Lind (Allegheny Power),
! R - - Rebecca Price (Westmoreland County Community College), Vikki Ridenour
Loaned Executives for the 2009 Campaign gathered at United Way (First Commonwealth Bank), Cheryl Gonder (Allegheny Energy) and
offices for a two-day bootcamp training on helping partner companies Marilyn Daniels (Excela Health). Volunteers not shown: Malissa Morrow

run great campaigns. (Latrobe Specialty Steel Company), Ellen Katter (Excela Health) and

Loaned Labor Leader, Gail Terpko.
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One Cool Cat and Over 250 Friends Raised over $4000

t Excela Health, the employees are uniting again to support United
Way and the community through novel programs like an outrageously
successful pet contest that raised a total of $4,115 in 2008. The contest
garnered over 250 contestants including 156 dogs and 73 cats, as well as the more
unusual entries - Dr. Harland (the digital) woodchuck, a llama, a fawn, and ferrets.
In addition to these contestants, there were two ducks, two betta-fighting fish, a
pig, several rabbits, an iguana, a hermit crab, horses, a pony, a rooster, a conure, a
cockatiel and an African Grey parrot.

Crooky , a stray cat adopted by Don Mazzotti,
won the highest award, Best of Show 2008,
in Excela HealthOs Pet Contest.

To vote for your favorite pet, Excela Health employees purchased tickets starting
at 25 cents each to $10 per hundred. A total of 24,345 tickets were purchased as
owners of the pets bought tickets to share with friends and colleagues.

When weekly votes were tallied, four dogs, four cats and three other pets, a goat
and two turtles, Urtle and Myrtle, were the finalists The Best of Show 2008
winner was Crooky the Cat, owned by Don Mazzotti who works in Diagnostic Total votes cast
Cardiology at Latrobe Hospital. Don found Crooky on a cold rainy January in by class of pets
need of medical attention. This year, Crooky is the mascot of Excela Health’s in the brst round:
Pet Contest.

Thanks to the enthusiasm of Excela Health staff, special incentive events like this 11,492 for dogs

pet contest and casual jeans days raised over $14,000 in 2008. This year, the new 4 488 for cats

crew of furry, feathered, and scaly friends are again vying for the best pet in the '

Excela system. Expect an update for this year’s pet contest in the coming months. 2,958 for other pets
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Single Mother’s Home Saved
by Emergency Mortgage Program

or Mary and her daughter Ashley, the possibility of losing their

home because of the loss of Mary’s job in the insurance business

almost became a reality. Mary had lost her job in 2007 and had
to rely on savings and family to keep a roof over their heads. In 2008, b ;
her savings and resources ran out, and she was facing the loss of her
Jeannette home. Thanks to a bridge grant from the Mortgage Assistance
Program, funded by United Way and administered by Westmoreland
Community Action, Mary obtained two months of coverage for her
mortgage while securing a new job with a medical insurance company.
She says,”Thanks to this program, I was able to keep my home while
finding employment that got me back on track.” The mortgage
assistance program provides up to two months of support for individuals
and families in crisis, that have shown a solid record of past financial
responsibility. (Names have been changed at #éguest ofecipient.)

NEW PILOT PROGRAM FOR JEANNETTE

Free Books for Pre-School Children

United Way of Westmoreland County and Westmoreland
Community Action and are teaming up with Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library to offer pre-school children a free book every
month. Starting this November, this pilot project is available to all
children from birth to four-years-old in the Jeannette community.

Registration will be held on November 1 1 from 6:00pm-7:30pm
at the Jeannette McKee Elementary School.

SENIORS SUPPORTED IN DELMONT . 4 Marion and Pete

Without the blessing of Faith iaction volunteers, | would not be . Recipients
able to leave Marion and do basic ckersuch as shopping for

food and other errands— Peter

n the small community of Cloverleaf Estates, Peter is better

able to care for his wife who suffers from dementia through the

support of Forbes Trail Faith in Action based in Murrysville.
Faith in Action (FIA) brings caregiver relief, as well as other
support to seniors throughout the area.

FIA volunteers, Margaret and Wayne, play a key role in keeping their
community strong. To help their neighbors maintain independence,
they do simple jobs such as vacuuming, handyman work and errands.
United Way has launched four new Faith in Action sites and supports
two others. Thanks to the Women’s Leadership Council and your
support, these services have been provided to over 250 seniors this year.

Margaret and W ayne |
Peter says, “I now can leave with peace of mind knowing that a Faith in Action }
sensitive and caring person is watching over my wife.” Volunteers



Pitt at Greensburg
at Keystone Park

First Commonwealth Bank
at McCullough Playground

n September 17th, over 700

volunteers fanned out across the

area to help local agencies, clients
and neighborhoods keep our community
strong through 64 projects, ranging from
painting new buildings and playgrounds
to clearing brush from trails and camps.
This year’s Day of Caring Chair, Calvin
McCutcheon, thanked the 40 plus
companies for coming out and giving their
time and sweat to this year’s event. This
year’s Day of Caring was made possible
through the sponsorship of Allegheny
Energy, UPS, Kennametal, McCutcheon
Enterprises and Westinghouse. This event
kicks off United Way’s annual campaign
which funds over 59 programs in the
community. Thanks to all who joined
Day of Caring, we do LIVE UNITED!
utcheon

. - . Day of Caring Chair
Campaign Chair
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STAMDARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE

LIVE UNITED!

Mission: To improve lives by mobilizing
the caring power of ommunities.

United Way of Westmoreland County covers nearly all of .
Westmoreland County, the Connellsville Area of Fayette www.unitedway4u.org
County and the Kiski Area of Armstrong County.



